
                                      
 

City of Kalamunda (the ‘City’) draft Climate Change Action Plan (the ‘plan’) - Suggestions 
for responses to the Survey Questions (Due 10 August 2022) 

 

1. How do you rate the draft Plan? 
The City of Kalamunda’s (City’s) draft Climate Change Action Plan is welcome and a good start, but it 
needs further specific details and actions. 

 
 

2. Tell us what you like about the draft Climate Change Action  
 
The targets are reasonably good: i.e., 40% emission reduction by 2030 from 2020 ‘carbon footprint’ 
baseline, and the ‘carbon neutral’ (net zero) target by 2035. 
 
The plan acknowledges the impacts of Climate Change are due to human activities increasing 
Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions from fossil fuels, our collective vulnerabilities to it, and proposes 
ways to address them. It identifies commendable actions, including those to:  
 

• Improve efficiency of street lighting and other items/measures to reduce energy use 

• Build a City Solar Farm and increase use of renewable electricity 

• Carry out a conversion of the City’s passenger and heavy vehicle fleet to electric 

• Offer education through ‘Switch your Thinking” about how people can reduce their own 
carbon footprint 

• Acknowledge the serious issues from waste disposal due to the release of Methane, which is 
a very powerful greenhouse gas. 

• Increase tree and vegetation cover in the City and parks, and to design public spaces with 
more shade 

• Investigate opportunities to include minimum sustainability standards for developments 
within the Local Planning Scheme so they exceed existing regulatory requirements.  

• Promote ‘Sustainable design’ with a design a sustainability design verification statement/ 
assessment as a requirement for planning applications  

• Investigate regulatory barriers that prevent Grey Water re-use in the City, and if these can be 
overcome, promote this to residents 

• Increase funding for natural resource management 

• Consolidate the City’s direction to reduce energy use and increase the use of electricity from 
renewable sources 

• Introduce SMS warning systems 

• Involves the City of Kalamunda, Residents and businesses     

• The City will also advocate for actions by the State and Commonwealth  
 

  

https://engage.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/climatechangeaction?tool=survey_tool&tool_id=climate-change-action-plan-survey#tool_tab
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3. Is there anything in the draft Climate Change Action Plan that you would change? 

Natural Environment is a High Priority Among Residents 

The section in the plan titled ‘What is the impact on the City of Kalamunda’ needs to strongly 
emphasise that the City’s past community engagement over decades shows most residents rate the 
natural environment as the main reason we choose to live here.   

It’s important that the plan emphasises this because one of the biggest impacts of climate change is 
on the natural world, and therefore on ‘humanity’ and our lives.   

‘Urgency’ and acceleration of Mitigation of GHG emissions 
 
The urgency of the climate emergency needs to be strongly emphasised in the plan.  There needs to 
be a consideration of mitigation and adaptation actions which can start right away, including those 
that build on what is already in place. 
 
Sooner action will bring benefits sooner, as they will lower costs to do with energy, transport and 
damage from extreme weather.   
 
And sooner action will reduce emissions and improve our environment and climate resiliency.   
 
Recommended ‘sooner actions’ include the City’s increase of ‘urban forests’, reducing energy waste, 
improving energy efficiency, changing to 100% renewable energy (Greenpower and City solar farm) 
and transitioning facilities and developments to all-electric, with an immediate transition away from 
all Methane gas use. 
 
Delaying action to reduce emissions will not only make adaption to climate change more difficult but 
may also make the target of ‘carbon-neutral’ (Net Zero) more difficult from 2030-2035. As such, the 
2030 emissions reduction target should be changed to 50% reduction from 2020, or at least aligned 
with the federal target of 43%. 

 
 
Measuring Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions  

 
The plan must be clear in its assumptions about what emissions are to be counted, such as: Scopes 1, 
2 and 3; and which GHG gases are to be counted – including their type (i.e., methane, Co2, Nitrous 
oxide etc.), their physical sources (such as landfill, farming, households etc.) and their global warming 
potential over the lifetime of each greenhouse gas.   

 

Embedding the plan 

The plan must be embedded into all aspects of the City’s strategic community and business plans, and 
its operations.   

The standard City’s budgeting processes should include an associated carbon footprint of all 
expenditure items to inform all decision-making and ensure the Carbon Budget and emissions Targets 
will be met.    
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Procurement policies must include a full Life Cycle Assessment of any project being considered, to 
ensure alignment with the City’s emissions targets 

Climate risk must be embedded into risk management plans and their implementation, and regularly 
reported transparently.   

The plan needs greater detail on timelines and delivery dates, and an identification of which City 
department is responsible, budgets, and the plan periodic review dates.  

There needs to be a date when the ‘final’ Plan will be ready and budgeted to start. 

Strategies to educate the City’s operations staff, managers and Councillors must be included in the plan, 

in line with the priorities for this described in the other climate action plans.  

 

Feedback and Evaluation  

We residents and ratepayers need to know how our transition is progressing, so the plan needs to 
include detailed feedback, and clearly define the frequency and method by which that feedback will 
be provided transparently and easily (publicly accessible) to the residents and ratepayers. 

The Plan must define how delivery on the goals and objectives will be monitored and evaluated.  

 

Resources and Tools  

The plan must reference the resources and knowledge sources it will access in the preparation of the 
next stage of the draft Climate Plan such as the Mitigation and Adaptation tools and resources, and 
emission inventories and mitigation accounting and reporting resources listed at the end of this paper. 

Statutory and Policy context   

It is suggested that the plan references its Statutory and Policy context, including its: 

a) International, National and State Climate policy alignments, and the  
b) City of Kalamunda polices that align with its Climate Plan.   

And these policies should be reviewed to a schedule to consider climate change matters. 

4. Thinking about the 4 focus areas in the plan, how important are each of the 
following… 

All the focus areas are important, but Mitigation (Carbon emissions reduction) is the most urgent 
because delayed action will result in more impacts and require increased efforts and resources to 
adapt to more climate changes. 
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5. Do you have any additional comments that are important to finalising the Draft 
Climate Action Plan?  

Some other suggestions are to: 
 

• Have a strong focus on for natural resource management programmes, particularly those that 
protect and enhance waterways, native forests and bushlands, and ensure that the City’s 
works teams are knowledgeable about storm surge climate risks and how these can be 
mitigated, particularly with respect to storm surge and stream pollution mitigation. 
 
In this regard, the plan needs to align with the City’s Wetlands and Waterways Local Planning 
Policy, and its City’s Water Sensitive Urban Design and water usage policies and programs, 
such as Kalamunda Flowing. 
 
Aligned policies such as these should be regularly reviewed to consider climate change 
impacts on waterways, forests and bushlands.  

 
 

• Take action to reduce air pollution health risks, particularly those associated with diesel fuel 
emissions and wood fire smoke, and ensure they are locally monitored and mitigated. (There 
are serious concerns about Child Care centres located near busy roads). 

 

• Look at how to reduce carbon emissions by the adoption cultural burning in the City’s 
reserves. 

 

• Include Community empowerment strategies, particularly for young people to have a Voice 
in the City’s climate action.  

 

• Commit the city to advocate for building ratings for sustainability and energy efficiency to 
exceed the minimum 6 Star rating, wherever possible. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
References and Resources  

Life Cycle Assessment   

https://pre-sustainability.com/articles/life-cycle-assessment-lca-basics/ 

https://etoolglobal.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/eToolLCD-Example-Simple-Life-

Cycle-Assessment-Report.pdf 

https://ecochain.com/knowledge/life-cycle-assessment-lca-guide/ 

https://pre-sustainability.com/articles/life-cycle-assessment-lca-basics/
https://etoolglobal.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/eToolLCD-Example-Simple-Life-Cycle-Assessment-Report.pdf
https://etoolglobal.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/eToolLCD-Example-Simple-Life-Cycle-Assessment-Report.pdf
https://ecochain.com/knowledge/life-cycle-assessment-lca-guide/
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https://pre-sustainability.com/articles/life-cycle-assessment-lca-basics 

 
Mitigation & Adaptation tools and resources, and emission inventories and mitigation accounting 
and reporting resources 
 
WALGA climate change templates and tools 

https://walga.asn.au/policy-advice-and-advocacy/environment/climate-change/templates-
and-tools 
 
Accounting and reporting for national and subnational greenhouse emission goals. See-  
https://ghgprotocol.org/sites/default/files/standards/Mitigation_Goal_Standard.pdf and  

https://ghgprotocol.org/greenhouse-gas-protocol-accounting-reporting-standard-cities 

Local governments for sustainability Global protocol for community-scale greenhouse gas emission 
inventories, developed by ICLEI in partnership with C40 Cities the City of Melbourne and Ironbark 
Sustainability 
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b986b2ef8370a2cf3760d51/t/5eb1570b31ddc33eee9192b
2/1588680642631/BESS+Training+Module+v2.5.pdf 

ICLEI Resource and Publications https://www.icleioceania.org/resources 

Snapshop – community climate tool – framework for comparison between regions – Kalamunda 
https://snapshotclimate.com.au/locality/municipality/australia/western-australia/kalamunda/ 

ENVISI Emissions Management – Calculate, track and report GHG Scope 1, 2 and 3 emissions, set 
decarbonisation targets and track progress towards emissions reduction goals  

https://envizi.com/solutions/emissions-management-ghg-software 

ETool https://etoolglobal.com/ 

Statutory and Policy context   

National Greenhouse and Energy Reporting (NGER) guidelines and emissions factors stipulated in the 
Australian Government’s National Greenhouse Account Factors. Using the inventory to set plan are 
described in https://www.cleanenergyregulator.gov.au/NGER/About-the-National-Greenhouse-and-
Energy-Reporting-scheme and the  
 
National Greenhouse and Energy Reporting Act 2007 
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2021C00509/Html/Text 
 
 
 
City of Kalamunda Policies  
 
City of Kalamunda Local Environment Strategy  https://www.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/our-
city/environment/local-environment-strategy 
 
City of Kalamunda Draft Local Biodiversity Strategy https://engage.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/lbs-2020-2030 
 

https://pre-sustainability.com/articles/life-cycle-assessment-lca-basics
https://walga.asn.au/policy-advice-and-advocacy/environment/climate-change/templates-and-tools
https://walga.asn.au/policy-advice-and-advocacy/environment/climate-change/templates-and-tools
https://ghgprotocol.org/sites/default/files/standards/Mitigation_Goal_Standard.pdf
https://ghgprotocol.org/greenhouse-gas-protocol-accounting-reporting-standard-cities
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b986b2ef8370a2cf3760d51/t/5eb1570b31ddc33eee9192b2/1588680642631/BESS+Training+Module+v2.5.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b986b2ef8370a2cf3760d51/t/5eb1570b31ddc33eee9192b2/1588680642631/BESS+Training+Module+v2.5.pdf
https://www.icleioceania.org/resources
https://snapshotclimate.com.au/locality/municipality/australia/western-australia/kalamunda/
https://envizi.com/solutions/emissions-management-ghg-software
https://etoolglobal.com/
https://www.cleanenergyregulator.gov.au/NGER/About-the-National-Greenhouse-and-Energy-Reporting-scheme
https://www.cleanenergyregulator.gov.au/NGER/About-the-National-Greenhouse-and-Energy-Reporting-scheme
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2021C00509/Html/Text
https://www.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/our-city/environment/local-environment-strategy
https://www.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/our-city/environment/local-environment-strategy
https://engage.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/lbs-2020-2030
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Local Planning Policy 34 Wetlands and Waterways https://www.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/docs/default-
source/agenda-and-minutes/2021/attachments/ocm-21-december-2021/10-1-1-1-draft---local-
planning-policy-34---wetlands-and-waterways.pdf?sfvrsn=ca179c2f_2 
 

Other Climate Change Action Plans 

Council and community Action in a Climate Emergency (CACE): https://www.caceonline.org/your-
climate-emergency-plan.html 

Shire of Augusta-Margaret River Climate Action Plan 

https://www.amrshire.wa.gov.au/library/file/4Sustainability/AM210572_Climate_Action_Pla

n.pdf 

NSW government guidance https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/-/media/OEH/Corporate-

Site/Documents/Energy-savings-and-resource-efficiency/net-zero-emissions-guidance-nsw-

councils-200188.pdf 

Victorian government Inventory and management plan 2019 – 2020 

https://www.epa.vic.gov.au/-/media/epa/files/publications/1931.pdf 

City of Darebin https://www.darebin.vic.gov.au/Waste-and-environment/Sustainability/Energy-and-
climate/How-Council-is-addressing-the-climate-emergency 

City of Armadale Corporate Greenhous Gas Action Plan 

https://www.armadale.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/assets/documents/docs/Environmental_M

anagement/CorporateGreenhouse.PDF 

City of Wollongong Climate Change Mitigation Plan 

https://wollongong.nsw.gov.au/about/environment/climate-change/climate-change-mitigation  

City of Newcastle Climate Action Plan 2021 – 2025  

https://www.newcastle.nsw.gov.au/getmedia/2b905379-0035-4856-9ff8-

ea41f03afc8d/Climate-Action-Plan 

Victoria Park https://www.victoriapark.wa.gov.au/Around-town/Environment/Climate-

Emergency-Plan 

 

https://www.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/docs/default-source/agenda-and-minutes/2021/attachments/ocm-21-december-2021/10-1-1-1-draft---local-planning-policy-34---wetlands-and-waterways.pdf?sfvrsn=ca179c2f_2
https://www.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/docs/default-source/agenda-and-minutes/2021/attachments/ocm-21-december-2021/10-1-1-1-draft---local-planning-policy-34---wetlands-and-waterways.pdf?sfvrsn=ca179c2f_2
https://www.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/docs/default-source/agenda-and-minutes/2021/attachments/ocm-21-december-2021/10-1-1-1-draft---local-planning-policy-34---wetlands-and-waterways.pdf?sfvrsn=ca179c2f_2
https://www.caceonline.org/your-climate-emergency-plan.html
https://www.caceonline.org/your-climate-emergency-plan.html
https://www.amrshire.wa.gov.au/library/file/4Sustainability/AM210572_Climate_Action_Plan.pdf
https://www.amrshire.wa.gov.au/library/file/4Sustainability/AM210572_Climate_Action_Plan.pdf
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/-/media/OEH/Corporate-Site/Documents/Energy-savings-and-resource-efficiency/net-zero-emissions-guidance-nsw-councils-200188.pdf
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/-/media/OEH/Corporate-Site/Documents/Energy-savings-and-resource-efficiency/net-zero-emissions-guidance-nsw-councils-200188.pdf
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/-/media/OEH/Corporate-Site/Documents/Energy-savings-and-resource-efficiency/net-zero-emissions-guidance-nsw-councils-200188.pdf
https://www.epa.vic.gov.au/-/media/epa/files/publications/1931.pdf
https://www.darebin.vic.gov.au/Waste-and-environment/Sustainability/Energy-and-climate/How-Council-is-addressing-the-climate-emergency
https://www.darebin.vic.gov.au/Waste-and-environment/Sustainability/Energy-and-climate/How-Council-is-addressing-the-climate-emergency
https://www.armadale.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/assets/documents/docs/Environmental_Management/CorporateGreenhouse.PDF
https://www.armadale.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/assets/documents/docs/Environmental_Management/CorporateGreenhouse.PDF
https://wollongong.nsw.gov.au/about/environment/climate-change/climate-change-mitigation
https://www.newcastle.nsw.gov.au/getmedia/2b905379-0035-4856-9ff8-ea41f03afc8d/Climate-Action-Plan
https://www.newcastle.nsw.gov.au/getmedia/2b905379-0035-4856-9ff8-ea41f03afc8d/Climate-Action-Plan
https://www.victoriapark.wa.gov.au/Around-town/Environment/Climate-Emergency-Plan
https://www.victoriapark.wa.gov.au/Around-town/Environment/Climate-Emergency-Plan

